Summer 2016 Edition
THE OWNERS CORPORATION COMMITTEE
WISHES ALL RESIDENTS OF FOREST GARDENS ESTATE
A HAPPY CHRISTMAS

Welcome
We welcome all new residents to the Estate and trust
you enjoy reading this edition. We hope that it
answers any questions you may have in relation to
the running of the Estate and how that may impact on
residents.
Committee
The Committee is here to assist everyone on the
Estate. We welcome any queries/suggestions from
residents to ensure that the Estate runs smoothly. We
are pleased to announce that at our recent Annual
General Meeting we had two more lot owners elected
to the Committee to assist further. We are very
grateful for their decision to come onto the
Committee. We had a good number of owners at the
AGM, and we thank them for attending, and hope that
they found the meeting constructive and answered
any queries they may have had.
The Committee members for 2016/17 are Faye Lally,
Peter Watt, Vivek Sharma, Patricia Schmidt, Dean
Hadaway and Philip Baird.

There are several ways to contact Committee of
Management:You
can
go
to
our
website,
www.forestgardens.org.au. This also details further
useful information, including requirements relating to
external paint colours for your property, previous
newsletters and other items. Alternatively, you can put
mail into the Owners Corporation letterbox, which is
clearly marked in the bank of boxes in Heathcote
Drive near the park and Enfield Place.
Owners Corporation Manager
Strata Equity Management (Kate Yeowart)
Phone
8838 1242
Email: kate.yeowart@strataequity.com.au
Important Numbers
Police/Fire/Ambulance
Forest Hill Police
Box Hill Hospital
City of Whitehorse
SES

000
8847 3600
1300 342 255
9262 6333
132500

The Grey Army
Another year with Michael and Gerry in attendance on
the Estate. Another year that they have successfully
maintained the Estate to a high standard. We do
thank them both for their efforts. Some of you would
be aware that they go far beyond their required duties
to assist the residents, the committee and trades
people who are required to attend to matters on the
Estate and for this we are most appreciative.

Maintenance Contacts
Plumber (Stavco Plumbing)
0417 343 501
Electrician (Ecopower)
0418 392 631
Trolley Removal
• Woolworths
1800 641 497
• Coles
1800 876 553
Hints for Keeping Your Home Safe
over the Holiday Season
•
Ensure that a neighbour takes your bins in if you
are going away on collection days. Leaving them
out for an extended period is a sure sign no one
is home.
•
Ensure your newspaper delivery is stopped for
the duration of your holiday.
•
Where possible, have some lights come on
automatically each night.
•
Ensure your answering machine message does
not say you are away for a period of time.
•
If you are unable to do any of the above, please
ensure that a neighbour does know you are away
from the property for an extended time, so they
may avert any suspicious activity.

In Case of Emergency Contact
If you would like our Strata Manager (Kate Yeowart)
to record an “In Case of Emergency Contact” for you,
which would be used only in the case of an
emergency at your property, please contact Strata
Equity Management on 8838 1242 or email
kate.yeowart@strataequity.com.au.
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Owners Corporation Estate Works
The Owners Corporation have a number of works to
be carried out in 2017,
The fencing adjoining
residents in Barter Cres at our nature walk needs
replacing, further road repairs are planned, the light
poles need painting, and the Manchurian pear trees,
of which we have approximately 35, need
maintenance which will be ongoing. If at any time this
work will affect a resident directly, like car parking,
road closures, etc, then you will be notified in
advance.

Canterbury Road – Garden Beds
The planting of ground roses in front of the Estate has
been successful. The bushes are growing and are
flowering, bringing more colour to front of the Estate.
Further planting will be carried out later.

Tree Maintenance
Ongoing maintenance and checks by Arborists have
thankfully seen no damage or concerns to properties
on the Estate during times of strong winds and
storms. We will continue with these checks to ensure
the safety of residents.

Selling Your Property
If you are planning to sell your property, your agent
must contact Strata Equity Management on
8838 1242, to obtain permission to erect a For Sale
sign. Strata Equity Management will advise your
agent of the conditions relating to your sale campaign.
There are restrictions on the number of signs allowed
at any one time, so be aware that at times you may
have to wait until an existing board is removed, before
your agent can erect their sign.

Maintenance of Properties
The external maintenance of the facade of your
property is your responsibility. We have noticed that a
number of properties are in need of replacement of
timber awnings, timber trims to the facia, painting,
guttering etc. Please attend to as needed.
It is also the responsibility of the homeowner to
replace any shared fencing where required between
neighbouring properties. If any shared fencing is on
Common property, the Owners Corporation is
responsible for shared costs.
It has been noted that not all newcomers to the Estate
realise that the front garden bed is the responsibility of
the resident. Gardens must be maintained by the
resident, and any plants removed must be replaced
with new planting to ensure garden beds are attractive
additions to the property.

Rubbish Skips
Please contact Strata Equity Management on 8838
1242 if you are planning to bring a skip onto the
Estate - permission must be obtained for this. Note
also the skip is only allowed on the property for a
limited time, which will be discussed with you.

Please note that if there is a need for large work
trucks to be on Estate, and they will closing off a road
for any reason, you must contact Strata Management
prior to them coming onto Estate. In addition, they
must have signage alerting residents to the
obstruction. They will be asked to leave the Estate if
this does not occur.

Note – “For Lease” signs are not allowed.
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Social Groups and Clubs
These groups are organised to bring people on the
Estate together in an enjoyable and friendly
atmosphere. This encourages a community spirit
within our Estate.

To join any of the Clubs, please contact Pat and
John Schmidt,

The Men’s Group
The men meet for lunch on the first Thursday of each
month with the exception of January. For February,
March, April the men meet for a barbecue at the
Estate Park in Heathcote Drive, weather permitting.
For the remaining lunches, they meet at the cafe
rd
“Deliciously Yours” on the 3 floor at Forest Chase
(opposite the gym).

We welcome new members at any time. We do see
very good friendships develop through these
activities.

The Book Club
nd
The Book Club meets on the 2 Tuesday of each
month.
This is a mixed group who are very relaxed and
informal, and love to have a chat. If you enjoy reading
you will be most welcome. There is no pressure to talk
in detail about the book you are reading. At the last
meeting it was decided to try a set book at one or two
of our meetings in 2017, otherwise we read a book of
our own choice, and have discussion around that.

The Film Club
The movies at the Cinema at Forest Chase are not
always to the liking of the club members so we do
have home movies from time to time. We are always
open to suggestions as to how we can improve and
manage this club better. We would also like to know
the type of films people enjoy. When there is
something that we feel the club members would
consider worthwhile an email will be sent, and we
would like members to do the same.

Email
Phone

jandpschmidt@bigpond.com
98787939

A Christmas get together is held each year and is
always a very enjoyable event.
On behalf of the members of the three social groups,
John and Pat wish every resident of the Estate their
best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.

The Owners Corporation Committee also thank Pat
and John for the time and effort they put into the
success of these clubs.

Life Activities Clubs
The Whitehorse “Life Activities Clubs” organisation
provides a wide range of activities for residents in the
local area, including cards groups, badminton, bush
dancing, carpet bowls, golf and table tennis. They
have an office in Mahoneys Road.
If you are interested or want to find out more
information, see the contact details below:Web Site: www.life.org.au/whitehorse
Email: lacwhitehorse@bigpond.com
Phone: 9877 2514
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Estate Living
Please note the following important items:Rubbish Bins
Bins should be stored within your property and should
not be visible from the street. With the smaller sized
bins now in use by most residents, please ensure that
lids can be firmly shut to avoid any spillage; otherwise
please contact council for larger bin.
In accordance with Council By-laws, a fine of $200
can apply to bags or containers of rubbish left beside
your bin for collection, garbage overflowing with the lid
open, hazardous items placed inside your bin and
bins left on the kerb for more than 24 hours after
collection.
Hard Rubbish Collections
If you require a Hard Rubbish collection, please
contact WM Waste Management on 9721 1915.
They will book in a date for collection and send you a
“Booked” sticker for fixing to the rubbish.
Rubbish must not be put out until the weekend
immediately prior to the arranged date. If the rubbish
is not collected in the designated week, you should
follow this up directly with WM Waste Management.

Additional Vehicle Parking & Visitor Parking
A number of residents and visitors have taken
advantage of the extended parking times at the park
area in Heathcote Drive. The extended hours are
clearly marked. Please ensure that the short term 4
hour parking spaces are ONLY used by visitors. If you
require long-term parking for visitors, please contact
Strata Equity Management on 8838 1242.
Pets
We all love our pets and only want the best for them,
however please remember not all residents have pets
or are pet lovers. You must take care that your pet is
not a nuisance to others.
Dogs - Must at all times be on a lead whilst being
walked on the Estate, including the Reserve. You also
need to pick up after your dog, so please ensure you
carry a waste bag with you at all times and dispose of
appropriately.
Cats –Council by laws are very clear - cats must be
confined indoors or in a suitable enclosure on the
property between 8pm and 6am daily. Infringement
Notices will be issued by Council if these rules are not
followed.

If you are moving out of the Estate, please ring and
book your collection several weeks before your
planned move, as there seems to be a longer wait
time recently.
Parking on lawns & Roadways
Parking on the lawns and roadways is strictly
prohibited. Vehicles may only be parked in your
driveway or in one of the designated parking bays on
the Estate. This restriction also extends to any visitors
to the Estate.
Please note that residents must take control of the
situation at their residence and refrain from parking or
driving across the lawn. This also includes visitors and
tradesmen to your property.
Changes to your Property
For works that affect the outward appearance of the
property or affect another lot, prior permission MUST
be sought from the Owners Corporation. This includes
installation of aerials, air-conditioning units, solar
panels, satellite dishes, pergolas, patio decks and
extensions. Note that permission may also be
required from Council. Lot owners are responsible for
ensuring they have all requisite permits, consents and
sign-offs prior to undertaking any modifications to their
property.

Use of BBQ’s
The BBQ’s situated around the Estate for use by
residents and friends only. Please enjoy but ensure
that you take your rubbish home with you, and that
the BBQ facilities are left clean for the next residents
to use.

We do hope you have enjoyed reading this
Newsletter. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to contact us via the Forest
Gardens Website or the OC letterbox.
We wish every resident of the Estate a very
Merry Christmas and a successful 2017 to all.

Vehicle Speed Limit
The speed limit throughout the Estate is 20 km/h. You
must adhere to this speed limit to make it safe for all.
There are limited footpaths on the Estate so the road
is shared by all, including small children, the elderly,
bike riders, pedestrians and vehicles.
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